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Readings for Training
Programs

Police Corps training programs are expected to include a wide array of thought-
provoking reading assignments. The articles and books listed here should form the core
of the reading program. The selections focus on four critical areas of Police Corps
training: the purpose and strategies of community patrol(“beat patrol”); the social
context of pervasive community problems; character, ethics and leadership; and
strategies for working with the community. 

Training programs are encouraged to supplement these materials with other readings,
particularly those that address issues of special local concern. Suggestions for additions
are welcome.    

Unless a web address is given, readings are available through the Office of the Police
Corps and Law Enforcement Education.

Q  On the mission of the police and the role of community
patrol (“beat patrol”)

Abramsky, Sasha. “When they get out,” The Atlantic Monthly, June 1999. Pp. 30-36. On
line at http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/99jun/9906prisoners.htm

Delattre, Edwin J. Chapter 2, “The mission of police,” Character and Cops: Ethics in
Policing, Third Edition. Washington DC: The AEI Press (American Enterprise Institute),
1996. Paperback.
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Delattre. Chapter 3, “The public trust and probity.”

 DiIulio, John J. Jr. and Piehl, Anne Morrison. “What the crime statistics don’t tell you,”
The Wall Street Journal, January 8, 1997. 

Kelling, George and Coles, Catherine M. Chapter 3, “The failure of past policing
strategies,” Fixing Broken Windows: Restoring Order & Reducing Crime in Our
Communities. New York NY: The Free Press, 1996. 

Kelling, George L. “Crime and metaphor: toward a new concept of policing,” NY: The
City Journal, Autumn 1991. Pp. 65-72. 

Marquand, Robert. “Good news on crime rates may be lull before the storm,” The
Christian Science Monitor, January 9, 1996. 

Moore, Mark H. and Trojanowicz, Robert C. “Policing and the fear of crime,”
Perspectives on Policing No.3. Washington DC: National Institute of Justice, June 1988.
7 pp. 

Walinsky, Adam. “The crisis of public order,” The Atlantic Monthly, July 1995. Pp. 39-
54. 

Wilson, James Q. and Kelling, George L. “Broken windows,” The Atlantic Monthly,
March 1982. Pp. 29-38. 

Wilson, James Q. and Kelling, George L. “Making neighborhoods safe,” The Atlantic
Monthly, February 1989. Pp. 46-52. 

Q  On the social context of pervasive community problems

Anderson, Elijah. “The code of the streets,” The Atlantic Monthly, May 1994. Pp. 81-94. 
On line at http://www.theatlantic.com/election/connection/race/streets.htm

Courtwright, David T. Chapter 2, “Cultural roots” in Violent Land: Single Men and
Social Disorder from the Frontier to the Inner City. Cambridge MA: Harvard University
Press, 1998. Paperback.

Dash, Leon. Rosa Lee: A Mother and Her Family in Urban America. New York NY:
Plume, 1997. Paperback.

DiIulio, John J. Jr. “My black crime problem and ours,” NY: The City Journal, Spring
1996. Pp. 14-28. 

Editorial. “Children, murder and the boyfriend problem,” New York Post, December 10,
1997.



Readings for Training Programs (October 2001) Page 3

Editorial. “Responsibility and abuse,” New York Post, December 17, 1997.
On line at http://208.248.87.252/121797/1773.htm

Editorial, “The social-science subject that nobody wants to touch,” New York Post,
September 28, 1998.

Kaplan, Robert D. “History moving north,” The Atlantic Monthly, February 1997. 
Pp. 21-31. (Mexico and the United States) 
On line at http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/97feb/mexico/mexico.htm

Lemann, Nicholas. “The other underclass,” The Atlantic Monthly, December 1991. 
Pp. 96-110. (Puerto Ricans in mainland United States)
On line at http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/poverty/othrund.htm

Marvin, Douglas R. “The dynamics of domestic abuse,” FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin,
July 1997. Pp. 13-18. 

Rainwater, Lee. Excerpts from Behind Ghetto Walls: Black Families in a Federal Slum.
Hawthorne NY: Aldine Publishing Company, 1970. Chapter 8 and pp. 384-389. 

Schlosser, Eric. “A grief like no other, part one,” The Atlantic Monthly, September 1997.
Pp. 37-76. On line at http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/97sep/grief.htm

Schlosser, Eric. “A grief like no other, part two,” The Atlantic Monthly, September 1997.
Pp. 37-76. On line at http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/97sep/grief2.htm

Schlosser, Eric. “In the strawberry fields,” The Atlantic Monthly, November 1995.
(Migrant Mexican agricultural workers) 
On line at http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/95nov/strawber.htm

Schlosser, Eric.  “The prison-industrial complex,” The Atlantic Monthly, December 1998.
Pp. 51-77. On line at http://www.theatlantic.com/issues/98dec/prisons.htm

Steele, Shelby. The Content of Our Character: A New Vision of Race in America. New
York NY: HarperPerennial, 1991. Paperback.

Weiss, Lowell. “Timing is everything,” The Atlantic Monthly, January 1994. Pp. 32-44.
(Vietnamese refugees) 
On line at http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/immigrat/weissf.htm

Weissbord, Richard. Chapter 5, “The roots of gangs and cliques,” The Vulnerable Child.
Reading MA: Addison-Wesley, 1996. Paperback.

Weissbord. Richard. Chapter 7, “The troubles of ghetto children.” 
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Zinsmeister, Karl. “Growing up scared,” The Atlantic Monthly, June 1990. Pp. 49-66. 
On line at http://www.theatlantic.com/politics/family/growing.htm

“There are no children here,” The Economist, December 17, 1994. Pp. 21-23. 

Q  On character, ethics and leadership

Chambliss, William J. “Vice, corruption, bureaucracy & power,” Wisconsin Law Review
1971. Pp. 1150-73. 

Delattre. Chapter 1, “Excellence of character.”

Delattre. Chapter 5, “Public corruption for profit.”

Delattre. Chapter 11 “Tragedy and noble cause corruption.”

Delattre. Chapter 13, “Taking our lives seriously.”

Delattre. Chapter 15, “Ethical ideals, youth violence and gang enforcement.”  

Kelling, George. “Broken Windows” and Police Discretion. Washington DC: National
Institute of Justice, U.S. Department of Justice, October 1999. On line at
http://www.ncjrs.org/pdffiles1/nij/178259.pdf 

Q  On the use of force

Delattre. Chapter 12, “Death and bereavement, deadly force and guilt.”

Garner, Joel and Clemmer, Elizabeth. “The danger to police in domestic disturbances – a
new look,” Research in Brief. Washington DC: U.S. Department of Justice, National
Institute of Justice, November 1986. 8 pp. 

Hunt, Jennifer. “Police accounts of normal force,” Urban Life 13:4, January 1985. 
Pp. 315-41.   

Q  On beginning to work with the community 

Huang, Gary. “Beyond culture: communications with Asian American children and their
families,” ERIC/CUE Digest 94. Education Research and Information Center, 1993. 8 pp.
National Crime Prevention Council. 
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“Working as partners with community groups,” BJA Community Partnerships Bulletin.
Washington DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of
Justice Assistance, September 1994.  7 pp. 

Wallach, Lorraine B. “Violence and young children’s development,” ERIC Digest.
Education Research and Information Center, 1994. 4 pp. 

Weissbord, Richard. Chapter 12, “The police.”
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